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HBAA Luncheon Celebrates Hispanic Culture, Contributions
Justice Gonzalez Issues Call to Action

By KAt hinson, AusTin bAr AssociATion

he first Hispanic to serve on the Texas Supreme Court, 
indeed, the first Hispanic appointed or elected to 
any statewide position in Texas, retired Justice Raul 

A. Gonzalez Jr., served as an inspiring and instructive keynote 
speaker at the 18th annual Hispanic Heritage Luncheon. Part of 
the Hispanic Bar Association of Austin’s celebration of National 
Hispanic Heritage Month, the luncheon featured essay contest 
winners, scholarship recipients, and remarkable speakers.

With close to 230 people in attendance, the luncheon serves 
as the primary fundraiser for the HBAA Charitable Foundation, 
with proceeds supporting charitable and educational programs 
and services that provide significant benefit to the Hispanic 
community. This year organizers estimate raising a record 
$44,000 from the event. Much of the proceeds will be focused 
on scholarships to talented Hispanic students. 

One of the luncheon’s highlights each year is the recognition 
of the winning students in the HBAA Middle School Essay Com-
petition. In the 10th year of the competition, students from nine 
area middle schools submitted essays, and a first place winner 
was chosen from each. Additionally, a grand prize winner and 
runner-up are selected from the first place winners. The top two 
winners each received a laptop generously donated by Dell, Inc.

The grand prize winner, Kaitlyn Davila, read aloud her essay 
about kidnapping. Only in her early teens, Davila is already 
counseling others about the dangers and consequences of 
kidnapping.

To recruit essay contest submissions, members of the HBAA 
Education Outreach Committee visited the participating econom-
ically disadvantaged middle schools and spoke about the impor-
tance of higher education and of diversity in the legal profession. 

“The HBAA Charitable Foundation, the Luncheon Com-
mittee, and the Education Outreach Committee volunteered 
hundreds of hours of their time to make this event a success,” 
said Jesse Butler of Thompson Coe and co-chair of the event. 
“We do this because we truly want to give back to the com-
munity and do our small part to help students reach their full 
potential.” 

Long-time HBAA member and activist, Lulu Flores was pre-
sented with the Elizabeth Garcia HBAA President’s Award. 

“Lulu Flores was selected as recipient of the President’s 
Award for her years of dedication to the growth of our organiza-
tion and her leadership in our community,” said HBAA Presi-
dent Keyla Robertson. 

Another tradition at the Hispanic Heritage luncheon is a 
presentation by a cultural speaker, a non-lawyer who has made 
an impact in the Hispanic community. This year’s cultural 
speaker was Alisa Valdes, the New York Times and USA Today 
bestselling author of “The Dirty Girls Social Club.” Valdez read 
an article she had written several years ago called “An Acci-
dental Island Tour” about sharing a cab ride with actor Woody 
Harrelson in Cuba. Funny and evocative, Valdes’ writing paints 
a vivid picture of both her opinions and observations. 

T Will you join me in giving up one hour 
a week next year to be involved in the 
Austin Partners in Education program? 

– JUSTICE RAUL A. GONzALEz JR.
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Left: Justice Raul A. Gonzalez (retired), formerly of the 
Supreme Court of Texas speaks to a packed room at the 

HBAA 18th Annual Hispanic Heritage Luncheon. 

Top Right: Winners of the HBAA Middle School Essay 
Contest were excited to represent their schools  

and take home great prizes. 

Bottom Right: (from left) Hispanic Heritage Luncheon  
Co-chair Renee Castillo-De La Cruz, cultural speaker  

Alisa Valdes, Justice Raul Gonzalez, Hispanic Heritage 
Luncheon Co-chair Jesse Butler, and HBAA Charitable 

Foundation board member Art Villarreal.

HBAA Middle School Essay Competition Winners
Grand Prize Winner: Kaitlyn Davila, Martin Middle School – Kidnapped

Runner-up: Madison Adelstein, Del Valle Middle School – Berdoll Farms Fence

First Place Winners:

Sarahi Aguilar, Ojeda Middle School – Abortion

Victoria Barahona, Mendez Middle School – DWI

Sean M. Evaro, Dailey Middle School – Bullying

Michael Frazer, Webb Middle School – A True Tale of Life

Cassandra Macias, Wayside Charter School – Mandatory State Testing

Esteban Olivares, Fulmore Middle School – Austin Housing

Mauro Resendiz, Dobie Middle School – Immigration
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HBAA Luncheon Raises Record Funds for Scholarships
continued from page 15
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Save the date ...
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austinbar.org

6:30 PM SILENT AUCTION/COCKTAIL RECEPTION
8:00 PM SEATED DINNER/LIVE AUCTION
DANCING/CASINO GAMES TO FOLLOW

for a night in Old Paris

The luncheon culminated with Justice Gonzalez’ remarks. 
Impressive and inspiring, Justice Gonzalez spoke on the flood 
of children and families — including unaccompanied minors 
— fleeing violence and poverty in Honduras, Guatemala, and 
El Salvador and how attendees can help in this crisis. 

“Since last October, more than 66,000 children from Central 
America, have illegally crossed the Texas/Mexico border,” 
stated Gonzalez. “Most of these children were unaccompanied; 
a few were accompanied by their mothers. After they crossed 
the river, they do not run and hide. They want to be found by 
the Border Patrol. They willingly surrender.”

According to Justice Gonzalez, 70% of these children 
crossed the river into the U.S. in the Rio Grande Valley. The 
surprising statistics are where the children originated: 28% are 

from Honduras; 24% from Guatemala; 21% from El Salvador; 
and 25% from Mexico. This is a drastic change from just two 
years ago, when more than 75% of the unaccompanied chil-
dren crossing into Texas were from Mexico.  

The shift appears to be due to fear of the severe and escalat-
ing gang violence in Central America. 

“In addition to beating or killing young men who refuse to 
join their ranks, [the gangs] use rape as a weapon, pushing sexu-
al violence in El Salvador to an all-time high,” said Gonzalez.

Justice Gonzalez pointed out that of the 66,000 children who 
have crossed into Texas in the last year, about 5,300 have been 
placed with sponsors — usually family members — in Texas. 
More than 350 of these children are now living in Travis County. 

“Although our options to help these children directly are 
limited, we can still make a 
significant difference in the 
lives of ‘at risk’ children,” 
stated Gonzalez.  

“Most of the school-age 
kids from Central America 
… do not speak English,” 
continued Gonzalez. “In all 
likelihood, they will enroll 
in our local public schools; 
and will be added to the 
hundreds of children in East 
Austin who do not read at 
grade level. Research has 
shown how vital it is to read 
by the third grade.”

As Justice Gonzalez 
pointed out, a child who 
cannot read “at grade level” 
by the third grade faces a 
significant uphill battle and 
statistically, will be unlikely 
to graduate from high school. 

Justice Gonzalez’ chal-
lenge to attendees — and 
the whole legal commu-
nity — is this: “Will you 
join me in giving up one 
hour a week next year to be 
involved in the Austin Part-
ners in Education program? 
We have to be screened 
and trained, but we can be 
ready for the beginning of 
the school year in January. 
LET’S DO IT!” 

Visit austinpartners.org 
to find out how you can 
help children in the Austin 
community get a solid start. 
Accepting Justice Gonzalez’ 
challenge seems like a great 
way to celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage month. • AL
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